MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF NEWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

held on Thursday 11th June at 8.00pm in Newnham Village Hall

Present:  Cllrs A. St Clair Baker, C. Dartnell,  K. Williams and J. Seaman - Clerk

Seven members of the public were also in attendance

1.    Welcome

Cllr St Clair Baker opened the meeting and welcomed those present.

2.    Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllrs S. Gunner, J. Llewellin, J. Dandridge, SBC Cllr Prescott and KCC Cllr A. Bowles.

3.    Approval of minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were amended slightly at Open Forum - A resident asked why the TwoKentVillages ..... The minutes were then approved and duly signed by Cllr St Clair Baker.

4.    Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

a) Vacancy -There had not been any applications received as yet for the PC vacancy. This would be included in the newsletter.

b) Website - Cllr St Clair Baker advised that she had been in touch with Alistair Clinton and he would forward a new "key" to Cllr Gunner to enable access to the website. Cllr Lewellin had spoken to Alistair Clinton in order to correct the business details. Cllr St Clair Baker is now back online to update other information - the agenda for today's meeting had already been posted and Parish Councillors' contact details updated.

c) Affordable Housing - There had been only one person expressing interest in the Affordable Housing scheme, the PC would therefore not support any housing development. Although the English Rural Housing Association (ERHA) wish to carry out another survey in the parish immediately, the PC felt that this was not necessary at this point in time.

The meeting was then adjourned for a discussion with members of the public.
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The clerk would urge clearance of the footway between Newnham and Doddington by the Landowner and/or SBC.

Play Area funding - vacant land would be required for the grant and it would have to be leased for at least 15 years. The owner of the Wineycock site was not willing to tie up his land for this duration of time. Sharsted playing field was privately owned and it was thought unlikely that the Trust would approve an area for play equipment, though it was considered worth asking again. It was agreed to have Play Area on the next agenda. 

5.    Phone Box
The PC has already adopted the phone box for £1.00 but has now been approached by a gentleman who campaigns to have phone boxes of historic value listed and retained in service. He is interested in including the Newnham phone box in his campaign and asks for a donation in postage stamps to cover cost of sending letters to the relevant organisations. It was agreed to send 2 books of stamps. (my email 18.05.09?)

6.    Planning Reports

TC/09/0046 - 35 The Street, Newnham - Removal of 3 Leylandii trees. There were no objections.

7.    Report from Village Hall Representative

Cllr St Clair Baker said that there was no update as the last meeting had been postponed. During a recent village walkabout a few items requiring attention at the village hall had been noted.

8.    Treasurer's Report
Cllr Dartnell advised that Duncan Hempstock had carried out and approved the annual audit. The clerk would email Cllr Darnell with a copy of the April minutes and agenda item for the approval and signing of the Annual Governance Statement so that she could forward the audit form to the Audit Commission. The Notice of Appointment of Date for Exercise of Electors' Rights to view the accounts would be displayed on the noticeboard. 

9.     Report from the Clerk and Correspondence Received
05.15  SBC - Register of Members' Interests under the Local Government Act 2000

05.26  Kent Highways - Speed Limit Review - Area 1

05.26  SBC - Planning list

06.01  SBC - Planning list

06.02  KCC - Preparation of new Statement of Community Involvement

06.02  SBC - TC/09/0046 Removal of 3 Leylandii trees - 35 The Street

06.02  Action with Communities in Rural Kent - Parish Plan Take-up

06.03  Kent BCTV - Tree and Pond Warden schemes

06.08  SBC - Planning list

Relevant correspondence to be circulated.

 10.   Any Other Business

Cllr St Clair Baker outlined some of the points noted during a Parish Council walkabout which included potholes, public footpaths (PROW) and overgrown vegetation, including the church wall. The list would be forwarded to the clerk to follow up action points.
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11.  Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 9th July at 8pm in Newnham Village Hall.

 There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.00pm.
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