MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF NEWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

held on Thursday 12th March 2009 at 8.00pm in Newnham Village Hall

Present:   Cllrs J. Llewellin, A. St Clair Baker, J. Dandridge, C. Dartnell,  K. Williams, V. Buckett and J. Seaman – Clerk.

Nine members of the public were in attendance.

1.      Welcome

Cllr Llewellin opened the meeting and welcomed those present.

2.    Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr S. Gunner, Cllr A. Bowles and Cllr C. Prescott.

3.    Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and duly signed by Cllr Llewellin.

4.    Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Previous Meeting.

Cllr Llewellin said that it is still hoped that Highways will fund the granite kerbing around the church wall.

 He advised that the date for the volunteer’s to visit the Bougton Speedwatch scheme has been postponed from this Saturday to the following week 21st March.

The site for the village bench will be in front of the church, adjacent to the Phone Box and the bus stop.

5.     Affordable Housing – Report on Open Day

Following the Chairman’s suggestion, it was agreed that there would be an Open Forum Adjournment immediately following the report on the open day held on the 28th February.

The Chairman reported that approximately 50 people had attended the open day and 31 feedback forms had been completed.  In addition a letter with comments had been received prior to the event and a further written comment had been received subsequent to the PC meeting.

The responses received indicated a majority in support of the proposed development.  They can be summarised as follows:

Against:
14   (includes one response received prior to the meeting)

For: 

16   (An additional letter of support has been received subsequent to 

                               the meeting)

For: 

  2   Subject to some changes

Those who expressed their opposition to the development quoted the following reasons:

   1. Lack of village amenities

   2. The development was outside the village envelope and would create a

       precedence for further development

   3. Increase in anti social behaviour

   4. Due to the narrow road there could be access difficulties for existing residents

        living adjacent to the development due to on-road parking

   5. Sewage disposal

   6. Use of existing unoccupied houses in the locality should be considered first

   7. Building should not be permitted in a designated Area of Outstanding Natural

       Beauty, or in a Conservation Area.

Cllr Llewellin advised that if the housing went ahead new plsns would be drawn u and that sewerage and drainage would be looked at with a possible treatment system for sewerage.

The meeting was then adjourned for a discussion on Rural Affordable Housing.

OPEN FORUM ADJOURNMENT

Following the discussion, a resident handed in a request that the PC undertake a referendum with a question “Do residents of Newnham wish to see land falling outside the defined built-up area of the village being used for building purposes”

Cllr Llewellin asked if the members of the public wished to stay for the remainder of the agenda items, but they declined and left the meeting.

Councillors discussed the way to proceed with the request and it was agreed that the clerk would seek advice from SBC Democratic and Electoral Services.

Cllr St Clair Baker advised that she had spoken to Alison Thompson about the outcome of the open day. It was unanimously agreed to await the results of the housing need applications before taking any further action.

6.     Subsidiarity Grant

This item was discussed in matters arising.

7.     Planning Reports

SW/08/1214 Land adj Lower Champion Court – Erect detached two bedroom dwelling -  Granted permission

8.     Report from Village Hall representative

Cllr Dandridge reminded councillors that the Village Hall AGM was on 25th March at 8pm.

9.     Treasurer’s Report and matters arising

The Treasurer advised that the deposit of £1000 had been paid for the bench. This would be funded from the subsidiarity grant. The clerk had been paid for January  

10.    Correspondence

01.12  Kent Police – Into by Inspector Kevin Swinney – possibly meet PC

02.05  SBC – Faversham Enterprise Partnership. Walking Development Project – update

02.10  KCC – Love Food Hate Waste campaign

02.09  SBC -Planning list

02.11  SBC –SW/08/1214 Land adj Lower Champion Court – Erect detached two bed dwelling -  Granted permission

02.16 SBC – Planning list

02.23  SBC – Planning list

02.28  SBC – Public Consultation under Regulation 17 of Town and Country Planning

03.02  SBC – Planning list

03.02  Email SBC – Developer Contribution(Consultation Draft) to view and comment – forwarded to Cllrs

03.05  Mid Kent Downs Steering Group – Minutes and agenda 12.03.09

03.06  NALC – LCR Journal

03.09  Email ACT Swale invite – 3rd April Heritage Centre, Sheppey – forwarded to Cllrs

03.09  Email SBC – Swale Rural Forum – 7pm, 14th April Eastling Village Hall – forwarded to cllrs

03.10  Email SBC – Faversham Local Engagement Forum – 7pm, 21st April Gatefield Hall, Alexander Centre – forwarded to Cllrs.

Relevant correspondence to be circulated.

11.    Any Other Business

There were no items for this agenda item.

OPEN FORUM ADJOURNMENT

Nothing raised

12.   Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be on Thursday 9th April 2009 at 8pm in Newnham Village Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.
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