MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF NEWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

held on Thursday 14th May 2009 at 8.30pm in Newnham Village Hall

Present: Cllrs S. Gunner, J. Llewellin, A. St Clair Baker, J. Dandridge, C. Dartnell,        K. Williams and J. Seaman - Clerk

Cllr A. Bowles and eight members of the public were also in attendance

1.    Welcome

Cllr Gunner opened the meeting and welcomed those present.

2.    Apologies

There were no apologies.

3.    Vacancy on Parish Council

Cllr Gunner advised that a letter of resignation from the PC had been received from Val Buckett and there was now a vacancy. Anyone interested in becoming a councillor should write to the PC. The vacancy will be advertised on the notice board as well as in the newsletter.

4.    Election of Officers

The clerk asked for nominations for the position of Chairman. Cllr Gunner was nominated by Cllr Lewellin, seconded by Cllr St.Clair Baker. Cllr Gunner accepted the position and duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

As other Cllrs were not willing to take on  the position of Treasurer, Cllr Dartnell agreed again to be nominated by Cllr St Clair Baker, seconded by Cllr Lewellin. Cllr Lewellin was nominated as Vice-Chairman by Cllr Gunner, seconded by Cllr St Clair Baker. All other cllrs were willing to stay on the PC.  

5.    Approval of minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and duly signed by Cllr Gunner.

6.    Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

There were no matters arising.

7.    Affordable Housing – survey

The Chairman reported that she had not heard back from English Rural Housing Association (ERHA) in respect of those formally registering an interest in the affordable housing scheme. It was hoped that a reply would be received in time for the June meeting. Cllr Gunner read out a letter that had been received from a resident who was unable to attend the meeting. It was reiterated that no building would take place if there was not sufficient interest in affordable housing.  

The meeting was then adjourned for a discussion with members of the public.

OPEN FORUM ADJOURNMENT

There was further discussion about the residents’ request for a Parish Poll/Referendum.  Cllr Llewellin confirmed that the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) had advised of certain legal protocols that need to be observed in both the requesting and conducting a Parish Poll or a Referendum.

A resident advised that details of the open day were available on the ERHA website.

Following a resident’s comment about the resale of part ownership of Affordable housing, Cllr Gunner said that she would check this with EHRA.

A resident commented on the overgrown state of the footway between Newnham and Doddington. The clerk would request clearance by the Landowner and/or SBC.

A resident advised that she had received details of possible funding for a Play Area. Cllrs agreed to express an interest. The clerk would copy details of the email from Helen Blanche. Cllr Gunner said that fencing of the ball playing area in Winecock had been requested previously but had not been followed through by either SBC or SHA..

8.    Planning Reports

SW/09/0353 – 1 The Street, Newnham – erection of 1.8m featherboard fence around top of rear garden. There were no objections.

Appeal lodged by Mr Banks – Land at Homestall Road – Use of land for grazing of horses, stable block, hardstanding, fencing and landscaping.  Cllrs agreed to reiterate previous comments – Cllr Gunner would email a copy of the appeal document to all cllrs for their comments before writing to the Planning Inspectorate with PC’s views.

15 The Street, Newnham – It had been noted that work was in progress to carry out a garage conversion with loft extension and dormer window. SBC would check that this was within permitted planning rules.

SW/09/0035 & 0059 – The Old House, 48 The Street – New dormer window to rear elevation – Permission granted by SBC

9.    Report from Village Hall Representative

Cllr St Clair Baker advised that a blue recycling bin could not be supplied for the hall as the building came under the  trade waste contract. It was suggested that people hiring the hall would be asked to take any recycling home with them.

10.  Treasurer’s Report

Cllr Dartnell had circulated a summary of Accounts for 2008/09. She asked if Duncan Hempstock should be invited to undertake the audit this year – this was unanimously agreed.

11.  Report from the Clerk and Correspondence Received

04.06  Letter from Val Buckett resigning as cllr. due to family and other responsibilities.

04.14  Equality and Human Rights Commission – Public Sector Duties

04.14 Highways Aprille Hall– Info on prioritise and rank for carriageway resurfacing

04.15 Amicus Horizen – Intro by new East Kent Area Manager – Clare Davis

04.20 SBC – SW/09/0035 & SW/09/0059 – Old House, 48 The Street – New dormer

window. Permission granted 

04.20 SBC – Planning list

04.20 SBC – Minutes of Swale Rural Forum 14.4.09 – forwarded to Councillors

04.22  SBC – Parish Precept – confirmation of Nil return – passed to Treasurer

04.24 KALC – Parish News/ Receipt for membership renewal – passed to Treasurer

04.27 SBC -  Planning list

04.29 SBC – Appeal against refusal of planning permission by Mr Banks – Land at Homestall Road – Use of Land for grazing of horses, stable block, hardstanding, fencing & landscaping

04.29 KCC – Electronic Communication on Public Path Orders

05.01 SBC – SW/09/0353 - 1 The Street – Erection of 1.8m featherboard fence

05.01 Highways – Intro to Parish Portal

05.05 SBC  email – 15 The Street – possible building works

05.06 DHA Planning – invitation to hold seminar re: planning system

05.07 SBC – Notice for registration to vote – on notice board

05.07 SBC – Faversham Local Engagement Forum on 9.6.09 – forwarded to cllrs

05.11 SBC – Planning list

05.11 SBC – Swale Rural Forum next date 1st July – forwarded to cllrs

05.12 email from Mary Golder-Hayes – Affordable Housing

Southern Water – Information

Clerks & Councils Direct.

Relevant correspondence to be circulated.

12.   Any Other Business

None.

OPEN FORUM ADJOURNMENT

A resident asked that the TwoKentVillages website had not been updated for Newnham. Cllr Gunner said that there was a software problem. A volunteer to help with updating the website would be a benefit – this would be included in the newsletter. Cllr Lewellin would delete/amend the business page as required and Cllr St Clair Baker would ask for an update regarding software.

13.  Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 11th June at 8pm in Newnham Village Hall.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.35pm.
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